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CATERPILLAR VISITORS CENTER TOPPING OUT CEREMONY 

On Thursday, November 17, the 
Caterpillar Visitors Center (CVC) 
reached a construction milestone­
the final steel beam was placed at 
the construction site on the Peoria 
riverfront. Employees and 
community and elected officials 
were invited to sign the beam before 
the ceremony. Caterpillar Chairman 
and CEO Doug Oberhelman, Peoria 
Mayor Jim Ardis, Peoria County 
Chairman Tom O'Neill, Peoria 
Riverfront Museum CEO James 
Richerson and Peoria Riverfront 
Museum Chairman Dave Ransburg all spoke at the event . 
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"I can't wait for the day when our visitors and customers come to see Caterpillar's technology, history, legacy, 
where we are headed and our global footprint," said Oberhelman. 

The CVC will feature interactive galleries and theaters that celebrate Caterpillar's heritage while keeping an 
eye on the future and a focus on customers and sustainability. The new facility will also house a Cat 
Merchandise Centre. 

Caterpillar is working with River City Construction of East Peoria, Ill., to build the 50,000-square-foot building 
and is on track to open in October 2012. Follow progress on construction of the new building here! 
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Posted by Jamie M. Sharpe (sharpjm1) on Man, 21 Nov 2011 14:49:23 

I was right behind this gentleman helping his son sign his (the child's) name to the beam. This was a closed city street outside the 
construction area. The child was also wearing a hard hat. I am sure there was no safety concerns at this time. As a matter of fact 
there were a few children there with their parents signing the beam. Family pride is such a nice thing to see these days! I am 
thankful to have a job with a company that would make such an event open to the employees during work hours. 

Posted by lvar J. Haakonson (haakoij) on Man, 21 Nov 2011 11 :14:27 

Just the fact that a guy would want to bring his child to see him sign that beam is a testament to what this company means to the 
Peoria community. Here in Fargo we're building a large addition as well which is going to pretty much double our workforce. That's 
a lot of jobs! It would be very cool to be able to have the same signing privilege here. 

Posted by Steven J. Dobrzynski (dobrzsj) on Man, 21 Nov 2011 07:55:55 

Children in a construction site? OSHA gonna have a field day with this one. 
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